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Foreword 
 

Semester breaks always provide me with some time to reflect on achievements and on 

what I have learned. The last semester was arduous, enriching and rewarding for multiple 

reasons. However, what stands out the most, is having had the pleasure to be the 

Environmental Committee President and leading a group of incredibly motivated students. 

Together we took on the challenge to promote and foster sustainability at the Graduate 

Institute Geneva.  

 

With the vision of a sustainable society, our goal is to have an impact on the values and 

lifestyle of the future world leaders. In 2018, we achieved this through many events, 

projects and campaigns. For example, the Swiss Sustainability Week moved the topics 

of environment and sustainability to the center of attention at the Graduate Institute and 

our event at Geneva Peace Week reached out beyond Maison de la Paix, engaging 

multiple stakeholders in ‘International Geneva’. Furthermore, we promoted a sustainable 

lifestyle among the students through SCOOP, a recycling project and trips that put us in 

touch with nature. I sincerely believe that we have achieved significant progress in making 

the Graduate Institute and its community more sustainable. 

 

Nevertheless, sustainability does not yet happen automatically among most Graduate 

Institute students. The Environmental Committee needs to further promote the 

internalization of sustainable values and behavior among the Graduate Institute 

community. We have to constantly remind ourselves that sustainability is not the cherry 

on the cake but the bread and butter. Without sustainable development, we are facing an 

unstable and grim future, and this is true regardless of field of interest and work. 

Fortunately, knowing the incredible group of Environmental Committee members who 

stand for environmental and sustainability issues reassured me that we have started a 

rethinking process in favor of sustainable behavior at the Graduate Institute. In the coming 

semesters, this process needs to spread and accelerate even further. 

 

With the end of my presidency, I would like to sincerely thank everyone with whom I had 

the pleasure working. You have shown me once again how a group of people can achieve 

more than the sum of its individual actions. Furthermore, through the process of carrying 

out our mission, you have taught me that the little details do matter in order to have an 

impact. Because how you do anything is how you do everything.  

Seeing the attitudes and work ethics of the current Environmental Committee members, 

I feel very confident that the Environmental Committee will continue to fulfill its mission 

under the new President, Spencer Williams, and the new Vice-President, Nina Bianchi. 

 

 

Environmental Committee President 2018,  

Gianluca Gygax  
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1. Executive Summary 

 

The IHEID Environmental Committee looks back on a successful 2018. Over 20 active 

committee members from different academic programs were committed to dedicate a 

significant amount of their free time to spark discussions about environmental issues and 

to promote sustainability across the IHEID community. The Environmental Committee 

represented the entire student body as a member of GISA, organized many events to 

discuss environment and sustainability and ran various projects to improve sustainability 

at IHEID.  

 

As part of the GISA mandate, the Environmental Committee continued to manage the 

relationship between students and Novae (cafeteria). Students interests, such as bringing 

their own lunch to the cafeteria or lower student prices, were defended in the light of 

proposed changes and the cooperation on the Save the Food project to reduce food 

waste at the cafeteria was successfully launched.  

Furthermore, the Environmental Committee was working closely with the IHEID head of 

sustainability, Vanessa Valerio, to improve sustainability at the IHEID campus. This 

resulted in new recycling facilities (e.g. glass in Picciotto Common Room or aluminum in 

the Cafeteria). However, the Environmental Committee regrets the slow process to 

achieve even small changes and the lack of baseline data for the sustainability footprint 

of Maison de la Paix, which makes it difficult to press for specific improvements. 

Lastly, the Environmental Committee was also delighted to represent the student voices 

on the new student residence building and to sit on the GISA board to provide inputs to 

discussions about student-related matters. 

 

In 2018, the Environmental Committee organized over 20 different events. Ranging from 

small-scale events (e.g. local excursions) to large-scale events such as the Swiss 

Sustainability Week 2018. Through these events, the Environmental Committee always 

sought to fulfill its five core missions: Sustainable Lifestyle, Sustainable Institute, 

Sustainable Events, Sustainable Curricula & Sustainable Networking (see details in 

Annex I). The total outreach of all the events combined in 2018 was approximately 1,000 

people. 

The two most notable events were the Swiss Sustainability Week 2018 and the 

participation at the Geneva Peace Week 2018. For the former, the Environmental 

Committee teamed up with the Etudiant-e-s pour le Développement Durable from the 

University of Geneva to join a Swiss-wide effort of promoting sustainable development at 

institutions of higher education. With workshops, panel discussions, movie screenings 
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and an excursion to Geneva’s local markets, the Swiss Sustainability Week welcomed 

over 300 participants at IHEID alone and well over 10,000 all over Switzerland.  

For the Geneva Peace Week 2018, the Environmental Committee organized a panel 

discussion about ‘Sustaining Peace in an Era of Climate Change’ with our partner QUNO. 

With an interesting discussion among leading experts and a ‘full-house’ the event was a 

big success for the Environmental Committee and International Geneva, acknowledging 

the relevancy of the environment for peace.  

 

Furthermore, various projects led by the Environmental Committee helped to improve 

sustainability at IHEID. The ongoing initiative SCOOP continued to bring healthy and 

locally produced snack to students once a week. Moreover, the newly set-up recycling 

library, in coordination with the IHEID library, seeks to reduce the use of paper for class 

readings among students. However, minimal progress was achieved in terms of recycling 

at Maison de La Paix and the Picciotto Student House.  

 

Lastly, the Environmental Committee improved its relations on cantonal and national level 

significantly. Close ties to the Etudiant-e-s pour le Développement Durable from 

University of Geneva and also to the Swiss Association of Student Organizations for 

Sustainability have been re-established after some years of reduced cooperation. 

Furthermore, the Environmental Committee welcomes the increased cooperation within 

the IHEID community, specifically the cooperation with other student initiatives.  

 

With an eventful year coming to an end, the annual Environmental Committee elections 

were held to elect the President and Vice-President for the year 2019. Spencer Williams 

will be replacing Gianluca Gygax as President and Nina Bianchi has been voted to 

succeed Malvika Verma as Vice-President.  

The Environmental Committee looks forward to continuing its efforts on sustainability at 

IHEID in 2019 as environmental and sustainability issues are critical aspects of countless 

challenges that the “leaders of tomorrow” will need to engage with. In order to achieve its 

mission, the Environmental Committee will continue executing GISA’s mandate, 

organizing events and running long-term projects. The Sustainability Week Geneva will 

be happening again in the beginning of April and the Environmental Committee will try to 

create baseline data for sustainability at Maison de La Paix and the IHEID cafeteria in 

order to monitor and evaluate progress on sustainability. 

 

May the Forest be with you!  
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2. Achievements of the Environmental Committee in 2018 

 

Over the course of the spring and fall semester 2018, the Environmental Committee has 

actively supported GISA in its mandate towards the IHEID student body, has organized 

a series of events to raise awareness and foster sustainability at IHEID, and has run 

various long-term projects to promote and improve a sustainable lifestyle.  

The Environmental Committee has organized over 20 events and is running four long-

term projects. Through these activities the EC was able to reach approximately 1,000 

participants. The people attending EC events and projects were mostly students. 

However, the EC reached a significant number of people in International Geneva through 

the Swiss Sustainability Week and the Geneva Peace Week.  

 

2.1. GISA Mandate 
 

The Environmental Committee is a student committee. Contrary to student initiatives, a 

student committee at IHEID serves the entire student body and not just a thematic interest 

group (as e.g. the Water Initiative). This is reflected in the annual Environmental 

Committee elections in the end of November, where the entire student body has the right 

to vote for President and Vice-President.  

Stemming from this, the president of the Environmental Committee, together with the 

president of the Welfare Committee and the president of the Professional Development 

Committee, has a seat on the GISA Board. As such, all the committee presidents work 

as GISA members in helping to carry out the GISA mandate according to its thematic 

focus. In other words, the presidents of the Committees are full GISA members. 

 

The Environmental Committee responsibilities within GISA are the following: 

1. Managing the cafeteria-student relationship 

2. Promoting sustainable at the Campus Maison de la Paix 

3. Student representative for the new student residence 

4. Support of GISA events, such as General Assembly, Welcome Month, etc.  

 

Cafeteria-student relationship  

The relationship between Novae and the IHEID student committee is good. The 

Environmental Committee appreciates the openness and willingness of the Novae 

management to enter into dialogue with the student body. Most notably, the 

Environmental Committee values the Save the Food project, an initiative to diminish food 

waste at the cafeteria and the efforts taken by the cafeteria to be sustainable. However, 

some points of disagreement remain. Constant discussions are the student prices at the 

cafeteria and the use of the facilities.  
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Save the Food project 

The Save the Food project is an initiative started by the Environmental Committee to 

reduce food waste of the cafeteria. Each Friday at 6pm, the members of the 

Environmental Committee collect leftovers from the cafeteria that would go bad over the 

weekend and distributes it to the entire student body at Picciotto Common Room. The 

initiative has been very successful and has received a lot of positive responses. The 

Environmental Committee is looking forward to continuing this project during 2019.  

  

Cafeteria Prices 

A constant point of debate with Novae are the high level of prices of the cafeteria. While 

the Environmental Committee understands the constraints of Novae, as a private entity, 

it constantly pushes for prices to not be raised and lowered where possible. To achieve 

this, the Environmental Committee is in constant dialogue with the manager of the 

cafeteria, Geoffrey Moreau, and has published a detailed price list with all the discounts 

for students. 

 

Right to Space protest  

In April 2018, an independent student movement formed upon Novae’s communication 

to not allow pic-nicking during lunch hours. Many students feel that as students, they have 

the right to bring their own lunch to the cafeteria. Furthermore, the limited student spaces 

at Maison de la Paix additionally fueled the sentiment that students do not have enough 

space to eat their lunch, to mingle and work in groups. As a result, a group of about 80 

students organized two pic-nics in front of the cafeteria to show their discontent and 

protest for more student spaces at Maison de la Paix. 

As the entity responsible for the cafeteria-student relationship within GISA, the 

Environmental Committee played a mediating role between students, Novae and the 

IHEID administration in the subsequent meetings to resolve this issue. As such, the 

Environmental Committee facilitated 

meeting between all the parties and 

clearly communicated and circulated 

the student views towards Novae 

and the IHEID administration and 

vice versa. 

As a result, the pic-nic ban during 

lunch hours at the cafeteria was 

reversed and the IHEID 

administration improved the lack of 

student space through providing 

areas of seating in Petal 2 and 

Kogler hall in the beginning of the fall 

semester.  
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Sustainable Campus 

Within GISA, the Environmental Committee promotes sustainability at the institute. In this 

regard, the Environmental Committee works closely with the IHEID head of sustainability, 

Vanessa Valerio. Overall, the Environmental Committee is content with the sustainability 

of the Campus Maison de la Paix. This stems mainly from the latest sustainability 

standards of the Maison de la Paix building and the Picciotto Student Residence. 

However, the Environmental Committee regrets the lack of priority given to sustainability 

issues at Maison de la Paix.  

Over the course of 2018, the Environmental Committee promoted further sustainability 

efforts mainly through improving recycling at Maison de la Paix, including the cafeteria, 

and Picciotto Common Room. However, achievements are limited to raising awareness 

about recycling among the IHEID community and installing a few new recycling bins. 

Challenges remain in correct recycling, the use of biodegradable cups for coffee (which 

are mostly thrown away in the normal trash bins) and the use of paper (mainly Professors 

and PhD students). Furthermore, there is no available baseline data for the sustainability 

footprint of Maison de la Paix and the Picciotto Student Residence. This makes it difficult 

to press for specific improvements. 

 

New Student Residence 

The President of the Environmental Committee has a seat in the student committee for 

the new student residence. As such, the President participated in all the meetings with 

the IHEID administration and provided inputs on overall student needs and sustainability. 

Points of discussion centered around pricing of apartments, kitchen facilities, open 

spaces and sustainability. In the interest of the Environmental Committee, the new 

student residence will have 50% green roofs with the possibility of creating a space for 

urban gardening and every residence will be guaranteed a bicycle parking spot. For 

further information, please refer to the GISA President. 

 

GISA events support 

The Environmental Committee supported GISA actively with the organization of events. 

Most notably, it helped with the organization of the GISA General Assembly and the 

Welcome Month 2018 (see details below). 

 

2.2. Events 
 

The Environmental Committee organized a total of 20 events in 2018. Among many 

smaller events, the Environmental Committee organized three events that stand out: the 

Swiss Sustainability Week in March, the Welcome Month in August and September and 

the Geneva Peace Week in November. The following provides an overview of some of 

the events organized by the Environmental Committee.  
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Spring Semester 2018 

 

Snowshoeing in St. Cergue 

Unsatisfied with the winter in Geneva, just days before the Siberian cold hit the Lake 

Geneva shoreline, the Environmental Committee decided to organize a trip to the nearby 

Jura to experience the Swiss winter as it had been promised to all those coming from 

near and afar to study together at the Institute. 

A week later, after winter had finally come and delivered unimaginable amounts of snow 

to most of Europe, a group of 13 people gathered on Saturday morning at Gare Cornavin 

to spend a day wandering through the winter landscape of St-Cergue in the Jura near 

Nyon, just an hour away from Geneva. 

As expected, we arrived on 

time in the small town of St-

Cergue and made our way to 

the local tourism office to pick 

up the snowshoes. After a 

short explanation that we 

should basically follow the 

pink poles, and some initial 

troubles with a faulty 

snowshoe that had to be 

replaced, we were on our way. 

The route first led to the peak 

of Fruitières de Nyon, a rough 

300m climb from St-Cergue, 

where we had an extended 

break to air out our sweaty hair and replenish our blood sugar with some Swiss chocolate 

and cookies. 

After another small climb, the route then continued for about 4km in a smooth decline to 

the train station of La Givrine. Although most of the landscape was covered in cloud-like 

fog formations, and rough winds on the peak made the snowfall come in sideways, the 

sky opened up towards the end, giving a calm touch to our descent to La Givrine. 

The 8km hike through fresh snow had taken longer than we had anticipated, so we 

decided to hitchhike back to St-Cergue instead of finishing the round trip. A hot fondue 

with wine and tea in one of the rustic restaurants in St-Cergue rounded off the day 

perfectly, before we boarded our Geneva-bound train and left the mountains behind us, 

now a mere memory of winter. 

 

  

https://ec-iheid.org/2018/03/26/ec-snowshoeing-trip/
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Swiss Sustainability Week  

Under the motto ‘Students bring sustainability to Swiss universities’ the Environmental 

Committee participated in a Swiss-wide effort within the Swiss Association of Student 

Organizations for Sustainability (VSN/FDD/FSS) in organizing the first nation-wide Swiss 

Sustainability Week. In collaboration with the student association ‘Etudiant-e-s pour le 

Développement Durable’ from the University of Geneva, the Environmental Committee 

organized a set of events at UNIGE as well as IHEID. 

The various events at IHEID 

approached the topic of 

sustainability from three 

different angles. The do-it-

yourself workshop with Apidae 

and the bike tour to local 

markets showed how living 

more sustainable is not as big 

of a change in the daily routine 

as one might expect. The 

lecture of IHEID professor 

Marc Hufty at UNIGE about 

biodiversity and the panel 

discussion titled ‘The Private 

Sector and Sustainability: A 

New Way Forward?’, including 

Mr. Nikhil Seth, Executive Director, UNITAR explored sustainability from a conceptual 

point of view. Lastly, the Environmental Committee tried to visualize the abstract term 

sustainability through a photo contest among students and through the powerful imagery 

in Al Gore’s An Inconvenient Sequel as well as through the movie Chasing Ice.  

The Environmental Committee was delighted to have welcomed over 300 participants at 

the various events at IHEID. The week has sparked many discussions among students 

about sustainability and its role in society and personal life. For example, overcoming the 

mental barrier of eating insects as an alternative for meat at the Student Cooperative 

(SCOOP) table during lunchtime resulted in a lot of curiosity and laughter.  

The Swiss Sustainability Week aims to put sustainability at the center of attention in 
institutions of higher education. It is a Swiss-wide effort to discuss current efforts and 
find solutions to environmental and sustainability issues. The concept of a 
sustainability week in Swiss universities emerged five years ago in Zurich and is now 
spreading to universities all over Switzerland. It is internationally acknowledged by the 
Clinton Global Initiative University and has received, among others, the International 
Sustainable Campus Network Award for Excellence in Student Leadership. For more 
information please visit www.sustainabilityweek.ch/.  

 

Organizing team of the Swiss Sustainability Week 2018 at IHEID 

http://www.sustainabilityweek.ch/
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Media response:  

• 20minutes (March 12, 2018): http://www.20min.ch/ro/news/geneve/ story/Une-

semaine-d-activites-pour-reflechir-durable-27891147 

• Tribune de Genève, March 13, 2018, page 11 (only hardcopy) 

 

Salon du Climat 2018 presentation 

The Environmental Committee presented the Save the Food project at the Salon du 

Climat 2018 at Palexpo Geneva. As an example of how to overcome obstacles to reduce 

food waste at university cafeterias, the Environmental Committee shared its experiences 

and put together a guiding booklet for setting up a Save the Food project at any other 

university cafeteria. A total of 40 people attended the event and a fruitful discussion 

together with the organization ‘Partage Genève’ and ‘food sharing’.  

 

Summer – Welcome Month 2018 

 

The Environmental Committee organized four events as part of the Welcome Month for 

incoming students from mid-August to mid-September. The goal was to present the 

Environmental Committee to incoming students through engaging in fun activities that 

speak to the needs of someone arriving in Geneva.  

 

A bicycle tour to some of the local markets in Geneva:  

On this tour through Geneva, the Environmental Committee showed incoming students 

the best spots to get fresh and local groceries. The local markets are almost always 

cheaper than the big supermarkets and because the vegetables are not stored for 

days/weeks in cooling houses, they are always better tasting. This tour proved to be a 

great way to combine a sustainable lifestyle with sightseeing around Geneva. 

 

Hiking up the Salève Mountain: 

The hike up to Mount Salève was a 

great get away from the city and 

offered some great views not just on 

Geneva but also on the highest peak 

of the Alps, Mont Blanc. Furthermore, 

it was a great exercise as the ascent 

is very steep. A total of 40 incoming 

students participated. One student 

noted: “a trip like this should be 

mandatory for each new incoming 

student to get to know Geneva.”  

 

http://www.20min.ch/ro/news/geneve/%20story/Une-semaine-d-activites-pour-reflechir-durable-27891147
http://www.20min.ch/ro/news/geneve/%20story/Une-semaine-d-activites-pour-reflechir-durable-27891147
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Flea Market: 

Starting anew in an unknown city is as 

daunting as it gets. GISA and the 

Environmental Committee are here to 

help you with getting your house in order. 

For this, we organized a Flea Market with 

various items that outgoing students left. 

The Flea Market was a complete success 

with over 80 incoming students finding 

useful items to settle into their new home. 

At times, the Flea Market in Picciotto 

Common Room felt like a real market with 

people chatting, picking items, making new friends and talking about how to settle in in 

Geneva.  

 

Welcome BBQ: 

Together with the Welfare Committee, the Professional Development Committee and 

GISA, the Environmental Committee organized a Welcome BBQ at the Parc Perle du Lac. 

The aim was to have a nice evening with ‘chill & grill’ by the lake and to get to know other 

1st and 2nd year students interested in environment and sustainability. 

 

Fall Semester 2018 

 

Teambuilding trip to Lavaux Wine region: 

It was on a weekend in October that a group of us from 

the Environmental Committee went on a trip to the 

Lavaux region for a great day of hiking in the sun, 

exploring tiny towns and vineyards, munching on 

Chasselas grapes, and sampling wine!  

With intricately-shaped vineyards that gently (and 

sometimes not so gently,) slope down towards Lac 

Léman, hiking through the beautiful region not only made 

for a great leg workout, but also gave us the chance to slow down, make some new EC 

friends, breath some fresh air, and take in the spectacular 

views.  

And not only did we spend our 15km hike meandering 

through many a vineyard and getting our fair share of 

Vitamin D, but we also stopped at Vinorama in 

Grandvaux for some quality Vitamin V time (more 

commonly known as VitaVIN). Allez - à la santé! 
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Geneva Peace Week 2018: ‘Sustaining Peace in an Era of Climate Change’ 

The Environmental Committee brought the emerging debate on the intertwined paths of 

climate change and security to the Geneva Peace Week stage on the 7th November 

2018. The panel discussion, organized at the Palais de Nations in collaboration with the 

Quaker United Nations Office (QUNO), saw a large and enthusiastic audience and an all-

female panel with speakers from the Geneva Center for Security Policy, the UN 

Environment Program, and QUNO. 

“Climate change is 

increasingly viewed as a 

direct threat in itself and a 

multiplier of many other 

threats—from poverty to 

displacement to violent 

conflict” affirmed Lindsey 

Cook, Representative for 

Climate Change at QUNO. 

Starting the discourse from 

the findings of the recently-

released report of the IPCC, 

the panelist explained how a rights-based approach to climate actions is essential in 

ensuring the prevention of destructive conflicts. 

The key of the conversation was emphasizing the growing nexus of climate change and 

security. “Climate change is increasingly threatening people’s safety” reports Anna Brach, 

from the GCSP. Often, we find security conversations unrelated to the environment, and 

environmental conversations that lack a security or peace dimension. These two 

elements are increasingly interrelated, particularly as the effects of climate change show 

and accelerate. The promotion of off-grid electricity production and the ownership of 

decentralized renewable energy policies are only some of the tools already at our disposal 

to face these challenges. Amanda Kron from UN Environment reported some insightful 

case studies from both Sudan and Nepal to stress the need of strengthening Resilience 

to Climate-Fragility Risks. 

After this fascinating analysis which ranged from the global to the local level, the 

conversation was concluded by the intervention of H.E. Ambassador Mr. Farukh Amil of 

the Permanent Mission of Pakistan to the United Nations Office. The ambassador 

provided some insightful details on the Pakistan’s state perspective on climate change. 

“The morning of the panel, we really weren’t sure if people were going to show up. We 

knew this an issue relevant to conversations about peace but did the rest of Geneva 

care?” said EC member Annika Erickson-Pearson. “Out of so many other inspiring events, 

I was surprised to see that this was the only one to tackle the ever-growing elephant in 

the room: climate change.” 

https://www.genevapeaceweek.ch/
https://quno.org/
https://www.gcsp.ch/
https://www.unenvironment.org/
https://www.unenvironment.org/
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It turns out Geneva did care. The room was packed to standing room only, and over 25 

people had to be turned away at the door. Geneva voted with its feet: climate change 

matters and is crucial to peace. 

 

Panelists: 

• Lindsey Cook (QUNO) 

• Anna Brach (Geneva Center for Security Policy) 

• Amanda Kron (UN Environment) 

• Isobel Edwards (QUNO) 

• H.E. Ambassador Mr. Farukh Amil (Pakistan) 

 

Moderation:  

• Gianluca Gygax (President of the Environmental Committee 2018) 

 

 

Trip to the International Environmental House Geneva 

Last month, on the 16th of November, the Environmental Committee had the opportunity 

to visit the International Environmental House of Geneva. We were hosted by the Geneva 

Environment Network which connects over 75 organization in and around Geneva; 

providing many internship and job opportunities in the sector. After learning the history of 

Geneva’s place in environmental governance, we received talks from three professionals 

working in the various branches of the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) 

within the International Environmental House. 

First, we were able to discuss the 

movement towards an inclusive green 

economy with In Woo Jung. In Woo 

Jung is working with the Partnership 

for Action on Green Economy (PAGE) 

at the UN which operates in 18 

countries and aims to help these 

member states formulate and adopt 

green economic policies. They work 

under UNEP to focus on increasing 

the share of the green sector in the 

GDP; hoping to improve tax and smart 

market plans for member states. Their 

Green Economy Report suggests that 2% of total GDP should be reallocated to investing 

in natural capital in order to begin the shift towards a global green economy. This 

reallocation can help leverage more investments in the green sector. 

The next speaker, Maxime Paquin, is a UNEP specialist in the Post-Crisis and 

Development branch who discussed their role in conflict situations. The key missions for 

this branch include risk reduction, post crisis assessment/recovery, and cooperation and 
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peacebuilding efforts. An exemplary case of UNEP Post Crisis and Development branch 

is their work with the people of Mosul, Iraq in clearing debris from the war ridden town 

and aiding the citizens in recycling debris to be used for reconstruction or 

decontaminating certain waste sites. The branch also focuses on projects that encourage 

ecosystem disaster risk reduction by integrating water management tree planting and 

agricultural techniques to offset erosion and weaken the effects of flooding. 

The last lecture was given to us by Pierre Quiblier who is programme officer of the 

Chemical and Health Branch of the UNEP. Pierre explained how the 2008 Libreville 

Declaration established explicit links between the health and environmental sectors and 

how the Sustainable Development Goals further exemplify this connection. The Chemical 

and Health Branch strives to strengthen governance of member nations to improve 

regulatory standards related to both health and environmental issues as well as work on 

integrating the two sectors. Thus, they work with the WHO via the Health and 

Environmental Strategic Alliance to jointly tackle issues in the development sector while 

strengthening the unity between the fields. 

Overall, this was a great opportunity for the members of the Environmental Committee to 

get to see the various branches which the UNEP operates and how they are focused on 

integration and collaboration with other sectors. All the speakers were extremely 

passionate about their work and shared really great experiences with us. We are grateful 

to the Geneva Environmental Network for hosting us and showing more about 

international environmental governance and Geneva’s role in these operations! 

 

Green Career event 

The Environmental Committee helps to facilitate together with IHEID career services 

career event once a year. This event aims at showcasing the diversity of career positions 

that deal with social and environmental sustainability and serves to help students to 

understand sustainability as a potential field of employment. 

The last career event, ‘Green Careers Now!’ was held in November 2017. In 2018, the 

Environmental Committee took the decision to not hold a career event in the fall semester 

because the timing is suboptimal for three reasons. First, incoming students are often 

overwhelmed in the first semester and need the time to settle down in Geneva. Second, 

many students are not allowed to work within the first six months in Switzerland. Third, a 

career event early in the spring semester helps students to find working opportunities for 

the summer break, the time when most students do an internship. 

The next career event facilitated by the Environmental Committee together with IHEID 

career service will be during the Sustainability Week Switzerland on April 3, 2019. We will 

host at least six different organizations connected to environmental and sustainability 

topics.  
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2.3. Projects 

 

Besides the GISA mandate and the various events held in 2018, the Environmental 

Committee has various long-term projects that aim to promote a sustainable lifestyle 

among the IHEID community. One such project is the Save the Food project in 

cooperation with the cafeteria. Other examples of projects carried out in 2018 are the 

Student Food Cooperative (SCOOP) and the recycling library. 

 

SCOOP: 

The Student Food Cooperative is a non-profit movement that 

aims at raising awareness about the importance of local food 

production and consumption. To achieve this, the Environmental 

Committee organizes a weekly sale of local products in the most 

central location of the Graduate Institute, Petal 2.  

 

 

 

Recycling Library: 

The Recycling Library functions through a simple, crowd-based system. The 

Environmental Committee collects printed class readings from students at the entrance 

of the IHEID library (drop-off station). Papers are then alphabetically sorted and 

catalogized in a Google Sheet, before they are placed at the pick-up station located on 

Level 2, next to Bubble G2 in the IHEID library.  

The Google Sheet is available online and lists all the available papers along with 

instructions on how to use the library. Simply search for the desired reading using the 

Ctrl+F function, mark it red and pick it up. Once you don’t need the paper anymore, drop 

it off at the entrance of the library. The Environmental Committee will then put it back into 

the Recycling Library and remove the red marking in the Google Sheet. 

Since there is no formal system in place for the usage of The Recycling Library, we count 

on trust and goodwill among members of the IHEID student body. At present, we provide 

a collection of over 180 papers and we hope that this collection will expand over time.  

 

  

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1HGfiO8-qbm9EPXrTm26JdD4T-vwU6xe4jGZ6743vmwA/edit#gid=0
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3. Environmental Committee Relations 
 

The Environmental Committee has a wide network of relationships within IHEID and 

within International Geneva. The aim of these relationships is to build synergies and 

facilitate the work of the Environmental Committee, as well as providing network 

opportunities to the Environmental Committee members. 

 

3.1. Relationships within IHEID 
 

IHEID head of sustainability: Vanessa Valerio 

The IHEID head of sustainability is the Environmental Committee’s first point of contact 

when discussing events, projects or other matters with the IHEID administration. As such, 

the IHEID head of sustainability is a huge help for the Environmental Committee. 

Furthermore, cooperation extents to various events, such as Blood Donation Day, 

Vegetarian Day, Health and Well-being Week, etc. 

 

IHEID head of communications: Sophie Fleury 

The good relationship with the IHEID communications department helps the 

Environmental Committee to spread its message across the IHEID community and not 

just across students. Through the inclusion of an Environmental Committee section in the 

monthly IHEID newsletter, we can showcase the work we do across a wider audience. 

Further, IHEID communications occasionally approaches the Environmental Committee 

members to write a review about sustainability events at IHEID.  

 

Centre for International Environmental Studies (CIES): Joëlle Noailly and Andhina 

Kusumawidjaja 

The relationship with the CIES is mainly helping to spread the word about events and 

seminars organized by the CIES and assisting with the CIES welcome apèro in the 

beginning of the fall semester. Furthermore, the CIES supports everything related to 

research on environmental and sustainability topics within the Environmental Committee.  

 

IHEID library: Guillaume Pasquier 

The relationship between the Environmental Committee and the IHEID library was started 

in 2018 by setting up the Recycling Library. The aim of this relationship is to reduce the 

consumption of paper within the entire IHEID community.  

 

IHEID career service: Pierre Ouvrard 

The Environmental Committee has already cooperated with the IHEID career service for 

the Green Careers Now! Event in the fall semester of 2017. In 2019, the cooperation will 

be fostered with the career event during the Sustainability Week Switzerland in the 

beginning of April.  
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3.2. Relationships outside IHEID 
 

Swiss Association of Student Organizations for 

Sustainability (VSN/FDD/FSS): 

 

The VSN is an overarching association of all student organizations tackling the topics of 

sustainability at Swiss universities and institutions of higher education. The Environmental 

Committee is a founding a member of the VSN. Over the course of 2018, the 

Environmental Committee strengthened the relationship by attending the VSN General 

Assembly and the various preparation meeting for the Swiss Sustainability Week 2018 

and the Sustainability Week Switzerland 2019.  

 

Picture: The President of the 

Environmental Committee, Gianluca 

Gygax, met up with over 30 students 

from all over Switzerland on January 

13th, 2018 in Bern to lay the basis for the 

first Swiss Sustainability Week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Etudiant-e-s pour le Développement Durable UNIGE (EDD): 

In 2018, the Environmental Committee has re-energized the relationship with the EDD, 

by organizing together some events for the Swiss Sustainability Week 2018. The 

collaboration was successful, and the two student associations are looking forward to 

cooperating more frequently in the near future. In October 2018, the EDD and the 

Environmental Committee have formed together an organizing committee for the 

Sustainability Week Switzerland 2019. Since then, weekly meetings are being held. 
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4. The way forward in 2019 

 

The annual Environmental Committee elections were held on November 26, 2018. The 

mandate of the Presidency and Vice-Presidency will officially start on February 15, 2019 

The minutes of the elections can be found here.  

 

The new President of the Environmental Committee for the year 2019 is:  

• Spencer Williams, 1st year Master of International Affairs students 

The new Vice-President of the Environmental Committee for the year 2019 is:  

• Nina Bianchi, 1st year Master of Development Studies student 

 

Some of the Environmental Committee activities and goals ahead are: 

• Creating baseline data of sustainability at IHEID and cafeteria.  

• Emphasize the cutlery rental for initiatives (see GISA homepage) 

• Snowshoe trip at end of February 2019 

• Sustainability Week Geneva in April 2019 (if interested in participating please 

contact us) 

 

For a more detailed plan of the Environmental Committee’s activities in 2019, please 

contact the current president, Spencer Williams under gisa.ec@graduateinstitute.ch.   

https://docs.google.com/document/d/10OGHhL1-lId5ArGsBzfQNfn2xQPSCXbVm1cslGge2Ko/edit?pli=1
mailto:gisa.ec@graduateinstitute.ch
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Annex I: Mission Statement of the Environmental Committee 

 
Environmental issues are critical aspects of countless challenges that the “leaders of 
tomorrow” will need to engage with. As follows, the Graduate Institute must lend a greater 
focus to such issues if it is to adequately prepare its students to take on these challenges. 
The Environmental Committee, founded in 2010, is the students’ environmental 
association that brings together students interested in sustainability and environmental 
issues to give a clear voice to these issues within the Institute. All students are encouraged 
to get involved, regardless of program, semester or level of experience. 
  

➢ Sustainable events. 

The EC aims to be a major forum for environmental discussions both at the institute and in 

international Geneva. We organize debates, panel talks, excursions, film screenings and other 

events that raise awareness about environmental issues and provide opportunities for 

constructive dialogue and networking. The Environmental Committee has been organizing Green 

Weeks every semester since its start-up, engaging students in numerous activities. Over the 

years, a wide range of international experts and leaders in the environmental field have 

participated in EC events. Furthermore, the EC offers incoming students welcome activities in 

Geneva, for example an organic wine tasting tour or a sustainable city walking tour.  

➢ Sustainable institute. 

We work for a greener campus together with the administration, the city of Geneva and the 

cafeteria services. Our projects include improved recycling, the installation of proper bicycle racks, 

and continuous dialogue with the cafeteria to accommodate sustainability standards, i.e. proper 

food waste management and environmentally-responsible menus. Top-universities across the 

globe are already well aware of their own footprint, IHEID should be no exception. 

➢ Sustainable curricula. 

The EC works towards making sustainability a greater focus in the curricula of Masters programs 

and in individual courses by working collaboratively with professors, academic directors and the 

Center for International Environmental Studies. Climate change and other environmental issues 

pose numerous problems for future generations yet most courses at the Graduate Institute don’t 

make the connections between economic activities and the environment. There is a need for 

students to have greater exposure to sustainability issues and relevant concepts and theories.  

➢ Sustainable lifestyle. 

With the hopes of engaging everyone, we seek to raise awareness about everyday behavior and 

activities that concern our own health and ecological impact. The Environmental Committee 

advocates for responsible lifestyles, through activities such as the One World Challenge, but also 

through sustainable food initiatives such as our regular vegetarian lunch with locally-sourced 

products. We also support SCOOP, the student food initiative that brings organic foods at reduced 

prices from local farmers directly to the campus.  

➢ Sustainable networking. 

As living in Geneva is a great opportunity for everyone interested in sustainability, the 

Environmental Committee is trying to connect people from different horizons to share experiences 

and learn more about Geneva as an environmental hub. Moreover, the Environmental Committee 

is part of the Swiss Federation of Sustainable Development Student Association. The umbrella 

organization offers an opportunity for students at the Institute to travel across Switzerland and 

connect with other students with similar interests.  
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 Overview of the Environmental Committee Core Missions  
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Annex II: Events and Projects organized by the Environmental 

Committee in 2018 

 
Spring Semester 2018 
 

Event Date Number of 

people reached 

 Snowshoeing in St. Cergue 3.3.2018 12 

 Salon du Climat presentation  8.4.2018 40 

 Safe Food 11x Spring 2018 ca. 90 

 Scoop Spring 2018  Ca. 150 

 Apidae beehive visit Spring 2018 10 

 
Swiss Sustainability Week 
 

SCOOP on Monday (with insects) 12.3.2018 25 

SCOOP on Tuesday (with insects) 13.3.18 35 

Lunch Briefing Hufty (@UNIGE) 13.3.18 11 

Movie Screening An Inconvenient Sequel 13.3.18 30 

SCOOP on Wednesday (@UNIGE) 14.3.18 40 

Market Bike Tour 14.3.18 15 

SCOOP on Thursday (with insects) 15.3.18 35 

Photo Contest/Exhibition and prize 
ceremony with discussion  

15.3.18 15 

Apidae Workhshop 16.3.18 25 
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Panel Discussion: The Private Sector and 
Sustainability, A new way forward? 

16.3.18 60 

Movie Screening Chasing Ice 22.3.18 50 

 

Summer and fall semester 2018 
 

Event Date Number of people 
reached 

Bike Market Tour (Welcome Month) 9.9.2018 10 

Salève Hike (Welcome Month) 8.9.2018 40 

EC Flea Market 15.9.18 & 
20.9.18 

ca. 90 

Welcome BBQ (with GISA events, Welfare 
and Professional Development Committee) 

16.9.18 Ca. 200 

Geneva Peace Week 8.11.18 160 

Trip to Lavaux October 2018 18 

Trip to International Environmental House November 2018 10 

SCOOP Fall 2018 Ca.60 

Safe Food 10x Fall 2018 Ca.60 

Free food sharing December 2018 15 

 
 
All the Environmental Committee events in 2018 together attracted approximately 1000 
people.  
 
 


